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fleverfe within the Garter of the Order is this Legend. 

CAROL. M- B. REGIS. FILIUS CAROL PRINC 
INAUGURATUR. XXIL MAIL MDCXXXliX/ 

The Infcription at Bofcohd reminds me of one I had from 
the late Reverend Mr. IlUngfivorth^ Prefidcnt of Emmwd 
College in Camhrldge^ which was Infcribed upon a Pillar 
ereded by the Sea fide. 

5*/^^, viator^ Uo\ ve^igid ^rir/ta Ucnndas 
Pofiiif hlc Carohsy quum rcdit cxilio. 



VIL An Account of the Cape of Good Hope, h^ 
lyfr. John Maxwell : Communicated by the (^ye^ 
rend Dr. John Harris^ F. % S. 

THE Ca^e of Good Hope, which is part of Mo^wmotapa, 
and the Soutlicrnmoft part, of Jfnca, lies in ttitp 
Latitude of 34 Degrees 30 Minutes Soath, and 16 De- 
grees 15 Minutes Eaft of London. It vvas firft, that we 
know of, difcovered by Bavtbolomcvp Dia^^^ A. D. 1493, 
under John \\. King of Portugal. He gave it the Name of 
the Cape of Tempejis, becaufe of the Storms he met with 
tiiere,with which 'tis not ftrange that it is fometimes trou- 
bled ^ as likevvife with a Sea that runs very high,and makes 
it ill riding at Anchor there when the Wind is at North- 
Wert, feeing it is a Shread of Land ftretch'd out into a 
vaft Ocean on each fide 5 but King. John gave it the N4me 
of Bom Efperanca^ or of Good Ho^e^ which it ftill retaiqs5 

i^ 7. 2 becaufe 
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becaufe that when that Cape was doubled, he had good 
hopes of finding out a way by Sea to the Eaji Indies^ 
about which he was then very folicitous^ 

TIk? Hottentots^ Natives of this Placc^ are a Race of Men 
diftinS: both from Negroes and European Whites, for their 
Hair is Woolly, Short and Frizled, their Nofcs flat, and 
their Lips thick, but their Skin is naturally as White as 
our?, as appeared by a Hottentot Child brcught up by the 
Dutch in their Fort here. Their Stature is univerfally of 
a middle Size ^ they are clean limb'd, v/ell proportion'd^ 
and very nimble, I never faw a Fat Perfon among 
them. 

They befmear their Faces and Bodies all over with Suet, 
or other Oleaginous StuiF, which, together v/nh expofing 
their Bodies to a warm Sun, makes their Skin of a Tawny 
Gclacr, and caufes them to ftink fo^ that one may fmell 
em at a confidcrable difrance to the Windward 5 they 
adorn the^r Hair, which is always clotted u'irh Greale 
and naftineis like the Thrums of a Mop, with Shtlls, pei- 
cesof Copper, 8cc, Both Sexes are clad with the Skin com- 
monly of a Sheep, but fometimes of Tuch Wild Beafts as 
they happen to kill, the Hairy fide outward in Summer, 
and inward in Winter, oiF which I have feen cm pick 
and eat the Lice in the Streets : The Women wear bkins 
cut in Thongs about their Legs, to the length of a great 
many Ysrds 5 which when dry. wiih the infide our, look 
fo like Sheep$ Guts, that moft Sirangers millrake em for 
fuch* The Men hang their Privities in a Bag. and rlie 
Women cove? theij^ with a Flap or Apron made ot Skin. 
The Women wear a Cap oi Skin juft dried and ftitch'd 
together, whereas the Men commonly go bareheaded 5 
they go bare-tooted, except that when tbey Travel they 
wear a piece of a Skin taften'd about their Feet, Their 
Weapons are Javelins, with which they are very dextrous 
at hitting the Markj and Bows with Poyfoa'd Arrows, 

whicjs 



which kin, as I aminforra'd, upon drawing Bloodj bu^ 
what they are envenomed with I could not learn : 
their Houfes are Hemifphefical, made of Mats, f imported 
with Stakes, folow that a Tall Man cannot ftand upright 
in one of them 5 Thefe they remove upon occafion, as 
the Ancient Nomades did their Tents. 

By all that I have feen and heard of them and other 
Nations, they are the mafl: Lazy and Ignorant part of 
Mankind 5 by virtue ofvvhich two mod excellent Quali- 
fications, there are no manner of Arts praftifed among 
them, no Plowing or Sowing, no going to Sea in fomuch 
as a Boat, no ufe of Iron or Money, no Notion of God, 
Providence, or of a future State, no Tradition ot Creati- 
on or a Flood, no Prayers or Sacrifices, no Magical 
Rites 5 nor, in "fine, any Notion of any Invifible Being 
capable of doing them either good or harm, upon the 
ftriQ:eft Enquiry that I could make of Men of Senfe that 
had liv*d fome time upon the Place 5 fo that I believe 
their Ignorance hardly can be paralleled : The only thing 
that looks like the leaft knowledge of any thing of this 
Rind among em (in as much as 1 could learn) is a Cuftom 
they have in Moonfliiny Nights of Dancing in the Fields^ 
ot whioh, if youask'emthe reafon, all their Anfwer is, 
that it is a Cuftom of the EotHntots^ and was fo of their 
For fathers 5 and that is all they can tell you of the mat« 
fcr J now whether it be that they repyce in its Light, 
which difpels that darknefs of which they are then moft 
fenfiblc, or whether they think it a Rational Being en- 
dued with freedom of Will, becaufe of its variouschange 
of Forms, or for what other reafon I will not pretend to 
deternimej however as ro no other thing, fo neither to 
this do they B'ay or Sacrifice : Neverrhelefs fome Voy- 
agerf? have upon this ground, how truly I will not fay, 
confidently writ, that they worfhip'd the Moon 5 and up- 
#n Engtiiry I cx)uld not find that they took fo much, nor 

indeed 
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indeed any fudi notice of the Sun or Stars 5 which (or- 
mer at leaft one woald think a People fo grcOy ignorant 
would pay fornc refpeS: to, if they i^orihipd any Cod, 
that being the inofc Glorious Object of their Senfes; and 
accordingly wc Had ic affeded all Heathen Ni-itions, as 



well th 



fingl 



the more Barbarous as the mofl: Polite j in which 

e Objc&, if we may believe Macroi^mr^all their Wor- 




Inhabitants fpread themfelves to'^vaids this Soiirhcrn Ex- 
tream, the more they were cut off from converfing with 
the more Civiiizd part of the World ; it is probable, I 
think, that they were propagated to this Place by tlie 
Eaftern Coaft of Jfrica, the Weftern being now, and al- 
ways having be^n, as far as we know, inhabited by 
Negroes, fromwhom itis not very probable^ that thefe of 
fo different a Colour fliould have fpruog. 

All the Refemblance they have of Government is, that 
h\ every Neighbourhood the Eldefl: is firft in Order and 
Dignity^ his Adviceasto whateoncerns the whole being 
moh followed, as having mofc Experience. The Ceremo- 
ny of Marriage is performed among them by the Eldeft 
Perfon in the Company's fprinkling che Perfons to be 
Married with his Urine, upon which» and cutting out one 
of the Man^s Tefticles, the Bufinefs is over 5 this fcveral 
that lived in the Place affinifd to me tor a certain troth. 
Being inquificive to know the truth of this, I had the Cu- 
riofity to fearch feveral of em, fwho will readily fuffer 
you for a double Stiver to do it) in two of which I 




fert, Thar the HoUenms cur our one of the Tefticles of 
ail their M-iIe Children as foori as they are born faccord- 
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ing to Nmhoff,) or at the Age of nine or ten Years (ac- 
cording to Gthers,) 'and that, forfootb; to make em the 
more imit and nimble ; but how tiiat fancy {hould 
come into their Heads, I cannot tell. When a Woman 
beara Twins among them, (lie. expofes one to Death hf 
by Hunger or Cold, and nurfes the oiiheip; th^ Reafon 
of which two lafl: Cuftoms isalledgd by fome, how tru- 
ly I know not, to be the fear they have of their Nations 
growing too numerous: The Cuftom of revenging, rather 
than puniQiing Adultery with Death, has prevaird among 
t hem . I was i nf orm'd there, that they abhcwr'd Bolygamy^ 
tbo' fonie Writers have afTerted the contrary, biit (per- 
haps^ they are as well miftaken in that, as in the Semica* 
ftratjon of all their Males, When any Perfon grows de- 
crepid with Age, their Children, or neareft Relations, 
ftiut em up in their Houfes, and ftarve em to Death . 
The.y Bury their Dead with the Skins they wore when 
alive about them. 

Their Food is for the mod part Roots, but chiefly one 
by the Dti^ch caU'd Ontee^ which is roundifh, abour 
the bigoefs of ones little Finger, and hot in the Mjutb -5 
their Drink is Miik and Water ^ when they kill a Sheep, 
era Cow, they Eat the Guts and Garbidge, either ilssiht- 
ly broird or quite raw ; they are great Lovers of ^lolmcoo 
and Brandy^ to purchafe which from the DJi^/^/6, is all the 
ufe they have of Monej. They are not Canmbals. 

There was a Botte^tG^^ who had liv'd for fome confi- 
derable time in Hollhid and the Eajl hdies, and had 
learned to fpeak DhIc/j and PorUfgneze very well, whon>, 
upon his return home, his Wife, Children, or Friends, 
Goula not endure, nor would they converfe ^ith him, tilt 
upon rcTumingfcis Ancient Habit, Diet, and-Cgftoms, he 
had returned 10 their way of Living, 

Notwichftandmg their great Ignorv^nce, they diftinguifli 
feveral of the more remarkable Stars by Na.nics."ot xheiii 

ouux 



own impoHiTg ; Nevestbekfe tbey have m iMa^m of 
W«eks,, of Months^ or ot Years, any other wife than by 
th^n Rai.ffySeafo»s (of which afterward 3) tor if you ask 
a Hottentot how Old he i?, he anfwers, fo many RuiHsi, 
They watch- the Ele^hmfs where they ufe, to Water, 
whom they ihoot , io the Eye, where only they can 
woand 'em, 

This . Country produces Lyons, Tygers, Elephants^ 
Rhinocerots,Elks Cwhofe Hoots here are faid not to have 
that Virtue afcriljd to cm in Northern Climates,) Leo- 
pards, Wild Alf;;Si of wUich one fort is finely ftrcak'd 
with White and dark Brown s, feveral forts of Beautiful 
Wild Goats, Jjckils, Bi boons, Monkeys, Deer, large 
Cows, and large sheep without Horns, with Hair like a 
Goat, inftead oiWool, and with large Tails, but not fin 
as much as I have fcen) fo large as fome report 'em, 
»/s&. of 25/. weight, (the Fielh however of both which 
is very good ; ) Onall Horfes, &c. Oftriches, PellicanSi 
Hawks, Magpies, Wild Peacocks, Cranes, Guiney Hens, 
Pengwins, Flemingo's, Rock Ducks, Partridges, Pheafants, 
Geefe, common Hens, Turkeys, and Dacks, &c. Here 
are likewife Manatees or Sea Cows, they are low, very 
thick and ill (hap'd, have very (horr Feet, and yet are 
very fwift, have no Hair but what grows about their No- 
ftrils, have large Teeth, but are no Enemy td Man s, they 
are not eaiily wounded, live much in Rivers, and are ve- 
ry ftiy. Here are Serpencs of various kiids, with which 
however they are not much inferted. Their Soil produces 
moft forts of Fruits and Plants that grow with us, as 
Crapes of feveral kinds, Apples, Quinces, Olives, Oran- 
ges, Apricots, Cherries, Aloes of great many kiidsi 
but none (that r fa w) of the right fort, fueh ^% Stmtra 
produces, Pompions in abundance, Cibbages, d***;-. Corn, 
as Wheat, Barley, &c. of Dutch Cultivation. Here are 
likewife Liaards, Salamanders and Porcupines, This place 

m 
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Is fit to produce whatfoevcr is planted in it, the Soli and 
Climate confpiring to its Advantage. 

Tht Dutch Edjl- India ComipznyMQ faid to have bought 
this Place of the Natives 5 but feeing they have no do« 
vernment, to v^hom in that cafe could they apply them- 
reives > Or of whom codcl they buy i. ? kS/if .hey 
did, they certainly had a good Bargain of it for a little 
Tobacco and Brandy : But the D^ttch, who are no better 
than their Neighbours, are not fo very fcrupulous as to 
trouble themfeives much about buying, in fuch cafes, what 
they can take by force. Here however they have fetJed 
for the convenience of a Rendezvous for their hon^.eward 
bound Eafi hdk Fleet ^ and they have poffelled theni- 
feives of the Country do Miles from the Place of their 
firft Settlement: Befide their principal Town in Tahk Fal- 
len (fo caird from a neighbouring Hill, call'd The Table 
Land, becaufe of it*s Figure, from whence alfo the ad- 
joyning Bay is caird TahleBaj) where they have a Fort, 
anHofpital, a fupplied Church with about 300 Families 5 
they have two other fmall Towns in the Country, calfd 
Bragenfiein and StdlambHfs, inhabited for the moft part 
by French Protejiants^ who make moft of the Wine the 
Place produces, which is not inconfiderable, either for 
Quantity, Quality or Variety, refembling Fnnch Claret, 
Rhenip^ Burgundp &c. they are about i20 Families^ and 
have one Minifter between both Villages, ^Dutchmm who 
fpeaks French* 

In this place are- reckoned about aooo Perfons fit to bear 
Arms, and about 600 Soldiers 5 no Perfon that is not in 
their own Service, tho' a Dutchman^ is admitted into 
their Fort* They have prohibited the Effglifi to kt up 
among them, tho' they have ferved the iifual time of five 
Years in their Service, whicri Liberty they deny not to 
thofe of any other Nation | and this, I am infcrm'd, is 
their ^m&\^t m -iW their Eafl hdht Seftlemcnts: However 
when any EngUJh Ship happens to touch here difabledin 
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Mafts, Rigging, Anchors, &c. they fupply *em for their 
Money out of their Stores. 

Inftead of Coftoms and Excife, they ufe Monopoh^cs ^ 
for the Monopolies of Wine of the Growth of the Place 
this Year X706, was paid 390oo^Gilder9i imported Bran- 
dy 50CO5 and fo of the reft. 

All the Publick Payments they make, are either for 
the Watch, or for killing of Lyons, 20 Dollars Reward 
being given for killing a Lyon, and 10 for a Tyger^ the 
latter they Hunt, but the former they only dare attempt 
by Stratagem, whom they thus deftroy : When a Lyon 
in the Night time gets among their Cattle, he comraooly 
kills more than he eats at that time^ w4iether he feldom 
fails to return the next Night to eat up the reft ; but be- 
fore he come^5 they take care to fet Snares about the Prey 
with Mufquets fo difpos'd, that in coming at it, he muft 
of neceflity draw the Trickers, the Muzzles being fo 
planted, as that they feldom mifs him 3 but if he be not 
kill'd out right, the poor Mufquets are fure to feel his 
Fwy, for he gnaws the Stocks, and imprints the marks 
of his Teeth in the very Iron 5 andtho^ they are able to 
go away^there they are known to watch -for two or three 
dap to fe^ who comes to look after the Execution, whom 
they fet upon if they be not well aware. 

A fort of:pilgrims in the Eaji Indies^ whom thef call 
FouqmrSy and who otten have occafion to Travel thro' 
Deferts, have a ftrange dexterity in killing thefe Wild 
Beafts-^ for when he fees one of them making towards 
him, he faces him, kneeling on one Knee, and holds 'to- 
wards him a ibort Speap in his Left Hand, upon which, 
the BeaiV making a Leap at him, pilches and iixes his bo- 
dy, and then he runs down his Throat a Ponyard vvbich 
he cariies in his Walking- Staff, and fo kills him. I had 
the foiiowiug, concerning a Tyger, irom an Eje Wit* 
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The Cotckjier, an EngU/h Eajlj hdiaMm, \vas at that 
time in Rogues River in Bengal:^ it was Night when feve- 
ral of the Ships Company happened to beaihoar in a Tent 
they had pitched to be merry in : Mr, Ravc^fcrafi the Se- 
cond-Mate had ^juft put on a clean Shirt, he happened to 
be the fartheft^in the Company from the Door, with his 
Face oppofire to it, whea a Tyger rufhed in am.ongthem, 
feiz'd him and carried him oft' in fpight of them without 
having fo much as a fqueek for his Life : I fuppofe the 
glaring of the White Shirt> affefting the Tygre the molt 
fenlibly of the Objefts that were before him, made him 
fix upon him rather than the reft ; the next day, upon 
fearch, they found fome Remnants of his Body in an adja- 
cent Wood. When a Tyger leaps at a Man,if his M\ Aim 
be avoided, he never, as they fay, makes a fecond At- 
tempt. 

The Winds which blow at the Gape of Good Hope, arc 
of that kind which are caird Monfaom-^ for between the 
beginnings of March and September^ (which is their Win- 
ter) the Wind blows for the moft part between the North 
and the Weft, during which time they have not much 
fair Weather, from which Rainy Seafon the Hottmtofs 
compute their Year 5 but during the other half Year, the 
Wind generally blows between the South and the Eaft^ 
accompanied with very fair Weather : There oftentimes 
comes down from the Neighbouring Hills moft fudden 
and violent Gufts of Wind upon the Neighbouring 

Parts. 

The Companies Garden, which is about ^70 of my 
Paces long^ and 230 broad, is not now ia that fine order 
it was in during this Governours Father's time, when it 
was divided into four parts, in each grew abundance of 
the fnore remarkable Vegetables belonging to its corre- 
fpendmg Quarter.ot che World 4 but tho' the Climate, 
^il and Situation are very favourable^ 'tis now much 
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iiegleded both in refpeft of it's Plants and Walks, nei- 
ther of which are extraordinarj. 

I met here with one Tefmis Gerka^tzeff, Mafter of a 
Dfitck Ship, who in the Year 169O5 was at Term di Naid 
on the Eaftern Coaft ofAfrica^ in the Latitude of 30 De- 
grees Soothe diftant from the Cape of Gmd Hope about 
'Sco Miles, where he faid he bought the Place for the 
Dutch Eaji India Qmpanj, for 20000 Florins. Coafting 
thence to the Cap'e of Good Hope, his Ship was caft away^ 
but they all got fafe afhoar, who to the number of i8, fet 
out by Land for the Cape diftant about 200 Miles, 
where only four of them arrived, all the reft dying by the 
way^ through extremity of Hunger, Thirli or Heat^ ex- 
cept two or three that were kill'd by the Mottmtots ^ they 
met with no Wild Beafts by the way, Elephants excepted^ 
whom theyfaw in great Numbers. In Year ijo^. Gcr- 
hrrmtzeM went again to Terra di Natal^ the lace King's 
Son then reigning,, to whom he fpake of the former A* 
greement with his Father: M^ father^ anfwers he, is 

dead^ his Skins f i* e. Lloaths) are Buried with hips in the 
Floor of his Honfe^ iphich is Bur^'d over him, and the pla^e 
is fencedin, over which none now m$sjl pafs ; and as to whai he 
agned to, it was fir himfelf I ham nothing to fay to it. So 
Gerhrant%en m%d it no farther^ having no Oders con- 
cerning it from the Company. At his laft being. there, 
he met with an Englijh Man who was left there .4 D. 
1698^ he had two Hottcnf otW if qs, and Children by 'un, 
but would not return with him to Europe, left his Wives 
and Children fhould be flain in his Abfence. 

When 1 was at the Cape of Good Hope, I met with one 
Mr. Kolk, who was fen t thither by b, PrMJjian Lotd, the 
Barco Krojicky who likewife lent another to che North- 
ward, each of 'em to take Obfervatioos^ efpccially 
of Cce!eftial Phenomena, for the improving. Aftronomy^ 
and Natural Philofophy^ kit Aftronomy and Natural 

Philolophy 
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Philorophy will not, I believe, be much imp^ov'd bv rhis 
Miffion^ This Gentkmin tcid me. That the coiiuaori 
Salt there made ufc of by the Dutch^ was left in holiovv 
Places of the Earth's Surface, after the Sun had evapora- 
ted the tvaiii Water 5 the matter of fad to me feems hard- 
ly credible : But if it be fo, I think it can hardly proceed 
from any ocher Caufe than the Rains difTolving a Salt 
eonrain'd in the Earth, which,upon the Rains being eva- 
porated, remains in the Bottom 5 which is the more pro- 
bable, becaufc that within five Leagues of the Fort is the 
Salt Bay, which has its Name from the vafi: quantity of 
Salt digg'd near k. 



The Variation of the Compafsy or Magneticd N^edle^ 
in the A^iantick aiid ^thiopick Oceans^ Anao 
Dom. 1706. 
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